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About the LVMASS 

UNLV sociologists conducted the Las Vegas Metropolitan Area Social Survey (LVMASS) to 
identify the socio-spatial distribution of attitudes and attributes relevant to urban sustainability 
in the Las Vegas Valley. The project goal is to understand how Las Vegas residents think about 
urban sustainability issues across three dimensions: 1) natural environment; 2) community and 
quality of life; 3) economy.  

 

 

During the last decade of the 20th century, Las Vegas was one of the fastest growing urban areas 
in the United States.  Between 1990 and 2000, the Las Vegas metropolitan area population 
increased by 83%.  Between 2000 and 2007, the metro area continued this growth, steadily 
increasing population by nearly 70,000 people per year, or 5,800 people per month. In 2007, 
Clark County, Nevada had a population of roughly 1.85 million people.  Beginning in late 2007, 
population and economic growth rates were severely impacted by the national economic 
recession.  In 2010, economic and population growth stagnated.  

Almost two decades of a surging economy and rapid population growth created social, 
economic, and ecological strains. Social services such as healthcare and education are stressed, 
inequalities are sharpening, social cohesion is tenuous, water and energy supplies are 
overextended, and clear planning for land use and preservation is vital.  

Developing workable planning solutions to the challenges facing the Las Vegas metropolitan 
area, as well as understanding the consequences of rapid urbanization more broadly, demands 

ωEnvironmental values

ωEnvironmental knowledge & trust in information

ωResponsibility and willingness to pay

Natural 
Environment

ωMigration and Residential Mobility

ωNeighborhood Social Bonds

ωQuality of Life
Community

ωEconomic problems

ωJob satisfaction

ωEmployment profile
Economics






















































































